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ABSTRACTED- PUB -NO: WO 9922294A 
BASIC-ABSTRACT: 

NOVELTY - The method involves using helper codes which are sent in input signals 
and operating a supervisory computer system to actuate a switch to connect the 
input and output devices . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - The method of interfacing several server computers with 
output and input devices ati several user locations involves ^ 

(a) (a) receiving input signals sent by input devices included in sets of input 
and output devices at user locations, conveying input signals from the input 
devices to server computers associated with the user locations and conveying 
output signals from such server computers to output devices at the user locations; 

(b) (b) detecting one or more predetermined helper codes in input signals and 
passing the helper codes to a supervisory computer system; 



1 of 2 



3/22/01 9:11 AM 



Record Display Form 




wysiv^7g://39/http://westb^s:8820^ 




(c) (c) operating the supervisory computer system so that the supervisory computer 
system actuates a switch in. response to the helper codes to connect the set of 
input and output devices which sent the helper code to a helper domputer ; 



(d) (d) running an interactive program for selecting one or more of the server 
computers in the helper computer so that the helper computer interacts with a user 
at the user location which sent a helper code; and 

(e) (e) actuating the switch to connect or disconnect one or more server computers 
selected during operation of the interactive program and input and output devices 
at one or more user locations. 

USE - For computer networks with several PCs. 

ADVANTAGE - Allows system to operate without extra communications lines to the 
user locations for the interchange of the command codes. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The drawing shows a diagrammatic view depicting the 
apparatus used in the method. 
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TITLE: Interfacing several server computers with output and input devices at 
several user locations 

ABTX : 

NOVELTY - The method involves using helper codes which are sent in input signals 
and operating a supervisory computer system to actuate a switch to connect the 
input and output devices . 

ABTX: 

(c) (c) operating the supervisory computer system so that the supervisory 
computer system actuates a switch in response to the helper codes to connect the 
set of input and output devices which sent the helper code to a helper computer ; 
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